HIND   SWARAJ
always expected. What substantial gain did Italy obtain after the
withdrawal of the Austrian troops? The gain was only nominal. The
condition of the people in general still remains the same. I am sure
you do not wish to reproduce such a condition in India. I believe
that you want the millions of India to be happy, not that you want
the reins of government in your hands. If that be so, we have to
consider only one thing: how can the millions obtain self-rule? You
will admit that people under several Indian princes are being ground
down. The latter mercilessly crush them. Their tyranny is greater
than that of the English and, if you want such tyranny in India, then
we shall never agree. My patriotism does not teach me that I am to
allow people to be crushed under the heel of Indian princes, if only
the English retire. If I have the power, I should resist the tyranny of
Indian princes just as much as that of the English. By patriotism I
mean the welfare of the whole people, and if I could secure it at the
hands of the English, I should bow down my head to them. If any
Englishman dedicated his life to securing the freedom of India.,
resisting tyranny and serving the land, I should gladly welcome that
Englishman as an Indian."
In trying to define the ideal of swaraj, Gandhi wrote: "It is
swaraj when we learn to rule ourselves. Such swaraj has to be
experienced by each one for himself. What others get for me is not
swaraj but foreign rule."
On means and ends, he wrote: "The means may be likened to a
seed, the end to a tree; and there is just the same inviolable connec-
tion between the means and the end as there is between the seed
and the tree, I am not likely to obtain the result flowing from the
worship of God by laying myself prostrate before Satan. If, there-
fore, anyone were to say,, CI want to worship God; it does not matter
that I do so by means of Satan,5 it would be set down as ignorant
folly. We reap exactly as we sow/'
In a letter to a friend in India, Gandhi summarized the contents
of Hind Swaraj in the following words:
"i. There is no impassable barrier between East and West.
"a. There is no such thing as western or European civilization, but
there is a modern civilization which is purely material.
"3. The people of Europe, before they were touched by modem
civilization, had much in common with the people of the East; any-
how the people of India, and even today Europeans who are not